tic measure lias made within recent months. A complete resume of tlie subject is given by Miles,2 in wliicli tlie results of between five and six hundred punctures is summarised. After mentioning the rationale and technique of the proceeding he points out certain difficulties which different operators have met with in the operation. These are: (1) Abnormal rigidity of the spine, interfering with the passage of the trocar into the inter-laminar space;
(2) blocking of the cannula by flakes of lymph or floating nerve-roots The pathological anatomy of vertebral osteomyelitis is the same as that of osteomyelitis elsewhere.
From an examination of the cases in which the level of the affected vertebrae has been noted, we find that 4-cases were in the cervical region, 5 in the dorsal, 14 in the lumbar, and 2 in the sacral. The arches and transverse processes appear to be affected more frequently than the bodies of the vertebrae, but sometimes the whole bone is involved. Spinal curvature due to giving way of the bodies is rare. The most important local complication resulting from this disease is the formation of abscesses in the vicinity. 
